
 
Visit our website at http://urquhart-gillette.org/ 

Our Next Meeting is June 10th
                               

Our program for the June Meeting will be 

“Show and Tell”. Please bring confederate 

artifacts/relics to show to the camp. This has 

been a custom for us for several years. It’s 

always interesting to see what members will 

bring to “Show and Tell”.  Bring a guest and plan 

to attend!   As always we eat at 6:30 PM.  Hope 

to see you all there!                                           

May Meeting Attendance                                  

We had 19 attend our May meeting. Of these,  

were 4 quest and they were:  Ren Spivey of 

Walters, VA  , Dennis Whitby of Adams Grove, 

VA ,  Alex Leary and Worth Williams of Camden, 

N.C. Jon Pyle hosted a delicious BBQ meal 

enjoyed by everyone.  Those members that 

attended were: Robert Barrett, Travis 

Covington, Lemuel Brown Jr., Lemuel Brown Sr., 

Jon Pyle, Doug Marlowe, Volpe Boykin, Joe 

Ferguson, Keith Searcy, Greg Bell, Phillip, Wood, 

Ed Williams, Doug Rogers, Kreig  O’Bryant, and 

Commander Tommy Simmons. If you would like 

to host a meeting, please contact the 

Commander.                                              

Donations                                                              

The Camp received from Compatriot Bill Gray of 

Norfolk a very old 1910 issue in excellent 

condition of the Confederate Veteran 

Magazine. Compatriot Mike Evans donated a 

beautiful 8X10 framed portrait of the Color 

Guard/Honor Guard that participated in 

Adjutant Russell Darden’s funeral. Copies are 

available for sale, contact the Commander.      

Milton Futrell donated a 6” WBTS cannon ball.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Camp Calendar                                                 

June 3- Jefferson Davis’ birthday                     

June 6- Jefferson Davis Memorial Service 10AM 

Hollywood Cemetery - Saturday   Richmond, VA.    

“Dedicated this year to Russell Darden”                                              

June 7   Jefferson Davis Camp #305           

Jackson Circle, Arlington, Va. Sunday     

Jefferson Davis Memorial Service                                                                                

Speaker Ron Maxwell                                        

June 10th- Next Camp Meeting                     

“Show and Tell”                                                  

June 14- Old Brunswick Camp Picnic            

Wynn Memorial Park-Lawrenceville                 

July 19-25 Sam Davis Youth Camp                    

July 22-25 Hot Springs ,Ark  National SCV 

Convention                                                            

July 30- 145th Anniversary of The Battle of  the 

Crater                                                                

August 2- Urquhart-Gillette Camp Picnic Airfield 

4-H Center Campground                               

August 8, 2009    Giles County, Va.                   

100 years Anniversary Celebration of the Giles 

County Confederate Monument -   Pearsburg, 

Va.                                                                     

August 12-15- Southampton County Fair  

Urquhart-Gillette Camp #1471 Booth            

Sign-Up to work the Booth.               

September 9- Monthly Meetings Resume             

September 18- 2nd Annual Urquhart-

Gillette Camp    Fish Fry Friday 4:30-7 PM 

September 19- Heritage Day-Courtland, VA 

                                                                                                                



 
 

Alberta Martin Scholarship                 

Members are encouraged to promote the Mrs. 

Alberta Martin Essay Contest. Any college 

bound senior is eligible to enter the contest. 

The scholarship is for $500 the student will 

need to write no more than a 1000 word essay 

on “Abraham Lincoln and his abuse of the 

Constitution”. The Essay Review Committee 

Chairman is Chaplain Joe Ferguson. The 

deadline is June 30th. 

Sam Davis Youth Camp                                   

We certainly need to at all times promote the 

Youth Camp to our young people. If you know 

of a young boy that would like to go or that is 

eligible, please let us know. This is a very 

positive program for the SCV and our youth. 

The dates are July 19th through 25th and the 

camp will be in held at Strong Rock Camp near 

Cleveland, Georgia. Deadline to apply is July 9th, 

2009. 

August 2rd 2009 Camp Picnic                         

We are planning again a Camp  picnic as we did 

last year The Urquhart-Gillette Camp #1471 

members and their families and friends are 

invited to  a Camp Picnic Sunday August 2rd, 

2009 which will be held out at the 4-H center 

near Wakefield, Va. This is a beautiful place for 

a Camp Picnic for the whole entire family. The 

pool is located beside the picnic area. Kids bring 

your swimming trunks. Bring a covered dish or 

two of your choice enough for your family and 

one extra. For additional information our 

contact coordinator is Mrs. Heather Lilly at 899-

4901. Hope to see you August 2rd. The charge to 

us is $5/person. Kids three and under are free. 

Time from 1-6PM Eat at 3PM                

 

 

Sympathy                                                        

We wish to extend our deepest sympathy to 

Compatriot Billy Wade of Norfolk who 

recently lost his very close longtime 

friend/companion                                            

The Stuart-Harriston Camp lost their Camp 

Commander, Raymond Sayers, the same week 

we lost Adjutant Darden.  

We extend our sympathy for their loss. 

Illnesses                                                
Compatriot Julian Felts of Ivor VA, one of this camp’s 

oldest members, has been moved to Courtland 

Health Care. He’d love to see you, so please stop by 

and pay him a visit. Kathy Simmons did so recently. 

Compatriot Felts is the father of Compatriot Jay Felts 

of Sedley, VA. UDC President Kitty Lassiter’s husband 

Roy is in Southamton Memorial with a broken hip.  

 3 New Good History Books being 

Released For Summer Reading  

Compatriot John M."Jack "Camp, a member of the 

Urquhart-Gillette Camp #1471 has written an 

excellent reference book on his life growing up here 

in Camp Family and his family's paper/lumber 

business. “While You’re Up; A Memoir by John M. 

Camp,Jr.” $15.99  It is in the local library and on sale 

online at amazone.com  

Terry Miller of 7656 Harvest Drive Suffolk, Va. 

23437-9363 has released a pictorial book on 

Southampton County and has many old photos in it.  

She is donating $4 to our building fund for every 

book she sells to ANY SCV member OR person who 

request the same. It is available here at Pete's Sake, 

or Parker's Drug in Franklin.  

Cindy Bobbitt, the Treasurer of the Texas Society 

Order of Confederate Rose, Inc. in Jacksonville, Texas 

is finishing up her “Gallantry in Gray Project".  

If you have a picture (cost $15- $18) of your Virginia 

Confederate ancestor, she wants it for her book she 

is making.  From our camp, she has received three 

confederates and an article of the Tavern project 

from me. Her address is 211 FM 2274 North 

Jacksonville, Texas 75766. Books make good gifts. 



 

Minutes of the May 13th 2009 Meeting                                                                                          
Meeting brought to order by Commander Tommy Simmons and the Commander led the pledges to the flags in the 

absence of Color Sgt. Kreig O’Bryant. Chaplain Joe Ferguson gave the blessing and the Charge was read Compatriot 

Phillip Wood. The meeting was dedicated by Treasurer Volpe Boykin to the Late Adjutant Russell E. Darden, who 

was a founder and charter member of the camp and a member of the SCV for 50 years, and also to his ancestor 

Private Elisha Howell Darden who served in the 13
th

 Regiment of the Virginia Cavalry.                                                                                                                                                  

A nice framed Dedication of Service Certificate from the SCV was shown to the Camp by the Commander in 

memory of the Late Adjutant and he informed the members it would be presented to Mrs. Darden. We enjoyed a 

delicious BBQ supper cooked by Compatriot Jon Pyle and some homegrown strawberries for dessert given by 

Goosehill Farms. The program was given by Compatriot Alex Leary on the Battle of South Mills. It was a very 

impressive program that Mr. Leary did aided by Mr. Roth Williams, who accompanied Leary by working the visual 

aspects of slide show demonstration.  The gentlemen also brought artifacts from the battlefield.                                                                                                                         

We then went into the business portion of the meeting whereby Treasurer Boykin gave the treasurer’s report and 

talked about the successful auction sales results.                                                                                                                     

In Old business, discussion centered around the handling of the funds as it related to the Mrs. Alberta Martin Fund. 

Adjutant Darden had been responsible for this funds upkeep. Treasurer notified the Camp that Mr. Billy Stephens 

had been contacted about how to go about the continued upkeep of these funds in the absence of Darden. The 

Commander announced in June we’d meet June 10
th

 for ”Show and Tell” and he encouraged members to bring 

artifacts. He also reminded members of the Headstone Dedication for Compatriot Robert Barrett’s ancestor and 

others Saturday May 23
rd

, 2009 at Suffolk’s Cedar Hill Cemetery at 10 AM and that this year’s Memorial Day 

Service is being held in Newsoms, at Hollywood Cemetery on May 24
th

 Sunday at 3PM and he needed men in 

uniform for a Color Guard and rifle salute.  We were reminded about the Camp having again this year the “Fish 

Fry” in September. The date was set for Friday before Heritage Day-Friday September 18, 2009. Proceeds from this 

event to go to the Mahone’s Tavern.                                                                                                                                                         

In New Business, the membership was advised by the Commander that he needed an Adjutant. Compatriot Ed 

William nominated Compatriot Warren Simmons. The Commander advised he could not be an officer of the two 

organizations(Camp and Museum) After no one else volunteered for the position, Commander Simmons then 

advised the camp that Treasurer Boykin came to him and agreed to interumly assume the position of 

Adjutant/Treasurer if the members could not pick someone for this position. Compatriot Phillip Wood then 

entered the discussion concerning the interim arrangement offered and then a motion was made by him based 

upon the discussion to merge the two offices Treasure/Adjutant as outlined by the agreement between Bodkin 

and Simmons. Compatriot Travis Covington then seconded the motion on the floor. The motion was voted on and 

passed unanimously. The camp then voted to give the Mahone Board $5000.00 on a motion made by Compatriot 

Jon Pyle and seconded by Compatriot Billy Wade.                                                                                                   

Compatriot Phillip Wood gave a nice report on the Spotsylvania McGowan’s Brigade Monument Dedication that he 

attended up in Spotsylvania on Saturday May 9, 2009 in which during the ceremony; he advised there was a 

moment of silence in memory of Russell Darden.                                                                                                      

Discussion then was centered around the gift items, T-shirts, stickers, pens, artifacts owned by Adjutant Darden’s 

company D’Arden Enterprises. Pending the wishes of the Darden family on this topic, a motion was made by 

Compatriot Phillip Wood to entertain the possible purchase of these items if need be. It was then seconded by 

Compatriot Travis Covington and the vote came and passed unanimously.                                                            

Compatriot Pyle was thanked for another delicious BBQ meal. Quest Speaker Alex Leary was the lucky door prize 

winner this time! Dixie was sung with an extra loud at the end Russell Darden- style cheer. The meeting was 

adjourned! 



 
 

 

From The Commander’s Desk 

June 2009 

       Kurt von Schurchnigg, the Chancellor of Austria was a highly educated gentleman of deep Christian 

beliefs. He became, as we all know, completely destroyed by Hitler, outwardly. Schurchnigg, naturally 

tried to stand up to Hitler, but the Nazis invaded Austria. When he left the chancellery, somebody is said 

to have jumped on the vehicle carrying Schurchnigg away shouting “Hell for leather to the airport”. 

Schurchnigg is reported to have replied, “No, I’m not going to flee. Drive me home”! Seven years he 

would then spend in a Nazi concentration camp. 

     On comparison, is our own former President Jefferson Davis, who spent two years in a prison cell. 

Davis did not escape prison, though he probably could have. Both of these men shared Lee’s conception 

of “Duty”. No matter what the fate, stay with your own people. 

     President Davis, while imprisoned, would write his beloved wife, Varina on numerous occasions. She 

believed, as others did that the Yankees would hang Davis.    

     Davis wrote: 

                       “If one must suffer for all, I trust our heavenly father will give me the strength (or the 

grace) to be a willing sacrifice.”     

    Jefferson Davis continued his letter writing to Varina Davis often quoting the KING JAMES BIBLE. Davis 

grew up from a young boy in a Christian, loving, family; who often later in life quoted the Bible many, 

many times and Davis’ language remained throughout Bible versed which would be evident in most all 

his letters to his beloved wife, Varina. 

    Before leaving Richmond, President Davis went to a lot of trouble to get the papers on his adopted 

son “Jim Limber”. It was indeed, by then, a Yankee General named Saxton that was to blame for “little 

Limber’s “disappearance.  Nobody knows to this day, but “Almighty God” what really ever happened to 

the Davis’s son. 

     As the time of grief continues for our camp’s loss of a true patriot in Adjutant Russell Darden, I urge 

each of you to stay the course as did Davis! Don’t give up! Believe in the Cause!  

It’s our Duty! This past month we remembered our Confederate ancestors who fought and bled, who 

suffered and died, who gave all .We do this in so many ways of course throughout the year, but this 

month especially we remember President Jefferson Davis .  Happy 201st Birthday   Mr. President   ! 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 


