
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting October 14th                              
Our next meeting at the Historic Mahone’s Tavern will be 

October 14, 2009.  Robert Hill, a veteran of the Vietnam 

War, will be our speaker for the evening.                                                                              

Mr. Hill is an interesting speaker and so I hope you can 

attend. 

New Member                                  
Compatriot Jeffrey Hines of Williamsburg, VA has joined 

the camp as we mentioned in last month’s newsletter. 

Compatriot Hines was sworn in at September’s meeting 

and we are happy to have him in the camp. His ancestor, a 

Southampton County native, was Private. John T. Hines    
1st

 NC Artillery. If you haven’t met him, plan to do so. He is 

a professional researcher and spends much of his time 

here in Southampton County. If you need help with an 

ancestor, he can help. Call him. His number is 757-377-

4495. He also has his own website: 

www.hinesfamily1650.com.  Check it out! Compatriot 

Hines is already busy recruiting his uncle Angus Hines of 

Suffolk. Who wants to join this camp so he too can help 

the ‘Save Mahone’s Tavern Campaign.                                                                           

How is your recruiting going?                                          

Camp Calendar                                                   

October 5 Executive Meeting                                 

October 14 Monthly meeting                                 

November 1 Mj. Jos. Gillette died                          

November 2 Executive meeting                      

November 11 Veterans Day & Monthly Meeting  

January 9,2010  Lee-Jackson Banquet               

January 14, 2010 Ceremony State Capital                                                                                              

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bigger Fish Catch in’09                                  
We served approximately 370 plates of food Friday 

afternoon at Mahone’s Tavern on September 18
th

 which 

was more than last year and profited roughly two grand. 

Thank all of you for coming out to help and showing your 

support. Thanks also for purchasing tickets and then 

patiently waiting until all the customers had been served 

before you ate. It means so much when the SCV and UDC 

can   pull ourselves together like this and help our 

organizations and the community out all at the same time.  

Nixon’s fried trout was delicious and almost as good as our 

tavern’s chefs. The desserts our wives and the UDC made 

were a nice compliment to an already fine southern style 

meal. You know , it’s interesting   to be reminded  of that 

many years ago our ancestors early on  in the Urquhart-

Gillette Confederate Veterans frequently got together and 

had fish fries. It was salt herring in those days, and remains 

today here still a southern delicacy. So, this event went 

very well and we appreciate all the hard work that went 

into every aspect of the 2
nd

 Annual Friday Fish Fry.                                                                              

Looking to next year 2010, always remember it is a real 

asset to have a professional caterer come in and do the 

work as Nixon’s in my opinion did a splendid job. We have 

for two years now been fortunate to have them come on a 

timely basis. You can depend on Nixon’s. Thanks again to 

all who helped to organize for Friday and then stayed to 

clean up and patiently eat last. 

Point Lookout, MD Trip   

http://ConfMemParkInc.PLPOW.com      
Some of you may be planning on going this fall to the 

Confederate Memorial Park at Point Lookout, MD October 

10, 2009 is when they’ll have the annual pilgrimage. 
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Illnesses and Prayer Concerns                     
Compatriot Julian Felts remains are Courtland Health Care. 

Rhonda and Jimmie Copeland are both at home recovering 

.They need our support and prayers. Compatriot Copeland 

has asked me about building a ramp at the tavern? Charles 

Rogers Jr. “Tank”, son of Linda and Doug Rogers is 

recovering from a farm accident which badly injured his 

knees and legs. Compatriot Doug Rogers has serious leg 

circulatory challenges. Rachel Tayloe has had pneumonia 

according to husband Compatriot Ralph Tayloe.  Master 

Briggs Simmons has an eye allergy. Linda Simmons and 

Gus Simmons are also under doctor’s care.  Compatriot 

Doug Marlowe goes to a Suffolk clinic three times weekly 

for his leg Treatments. Earl Blankenship had a successful 

eye surgery which restored is vision this week to 20/30. 

Craig Williams is being checked out in a hospital as we go 

to press.                                                                                      

Let’s keep all our sick members and families in our prayers. 

As you tell we have many sick in our SCV family. 

Sympathy                                                      
Compatriot Charles Ward, 65, passed away unexpectedly 

at home Tuesday morning and his service was conducted 

grave side at Courtland‘s Riverside Cemetery with the 

Urquhart-Gillette Camp participating in the service. 

Charles was a long time farmer here with his brother Jim 

Ward and his parents before that B.H. and Mildred Scott 

Ward... He’s survived by his wife Shelby, and only daughter 

Tina. His son C.H. Ward, also a member of the camp, recall 

died several years ago at the age of 18 from a rare form of 

cancer. We’ve lost a good man who proudly not only flew 

the Confederate Flag in his front yard every day, but also it 

flies at Riverside Cemetery on his son’s grave.                  

Our condolences go out  to  the Ward family for the lost 

of a true Patriot. Charles Ward will be missed in the SCV 

Community. The Camp greatly acknowledges the 

pallbearers for Charles Ward's service: Jay Felts, 2nd Lt. 

 Earl Blankenship, Phillip Wood, Historian Jim Hart, Ed 

Williams, Dennis Whitby, Jeff Hines, and Commander 

Tommy Simmons and The Color Guard: Treasurer Volpe 

Boykin, Earl Blythe, Peanut Crolley of Camden South 

Carolina, Kenzy Joyner of The Norfolk County Grays 

and the Bugler: Rodney Quick                                                                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

SCV DUES ARE DUE!                     

Send to Volpe by Oct. 25 th 

Late Adjutant Darden Honored                                      

In case you missed our last meeting Commander 

Frank E. Earnest spoke and advised the camp about 

the new SCV’s Russell E. Darden Memorial Sam Davis 

Youth Camp Scholarship Fund. Compatriot Darden, 

as we all know, carried   many young students to 

summer youth camp in Georgia... He then stayed 

and helped by being a dedicated counselor. What a 

nice way to remember Russell, whom we all sorely 

miss. “He would be proud”, said Mrs. Darden, in a 

recent interview. 

 

 

Mahone’s Tavern Board of Directors 

Congratulations!                                                 
The camp’s bugler, Compatriot Chris Jernigan has a new 

job. He is teaching music in Hertford County Public 

Schools. Compatriot Jernigan recently graduated in May 

2009 from Chowan University with a major in Music.  So, 

this means he and his wife have moved from the area and 

have relocated to Aulander, N.C. to be near his new job.        
The camp offers our congratulations to Compatriot 

Jernigan, who by the way is an extremely talented 

musician, on his achievements and hopes that he‘ll 

maintain his SCV commitments by continuing as bugler for 

the Urquhart-Gillette Camp.  He is the son of Compatriot 

Joe Jernigan of Carrsville, Va. 

 



September 9 2009 Minutes 

 

Meeting brought to order by Commander Simmons  

Pledges by Color Sgt Kreig OôBryant  

Dedication by Compatriot Robert Barrett- Dedicated the meeting to his ancestor Leonidas Barrett  

Blessing by Commander Simmons  

Charge read by Past Commander David Barlow  

Guest acknowledged by Commander Simmons. The guest brought by Compatriot Jon Pyle was Rickey Redford who 

is the 3rd Great Grandson of the first Confederate Soldier killed in the war.  

New member Jeff Hines was sworn in by Commander Simmons and 1st LT Commander Cobb  

 

Guest Speaker was Chief of S.C.V Heritage Defense Frank Earnest:  

Frank Earnest gave briefings on important things going on in the S.C.V. such as the following:  

Next Virginia Division Convention is in Lynchburg.  

Information that camps can obtain a streamer for their camps flag by meeting certain criteria.  

That Virginia Division will have the annual dedication for Lee Jackson Day in the old Capital Building on Jan 14, 2010.  

Veterans Administration had tightened up the rules on obtaining headstones for soldiers. Now you MUST obtain a 

copy of the soldiers name on a muster roll to prove he was a Confederate Soldier and have a letter from a 

descendant of the soldier OR a letter from a person responsible for the cemetery in question certifying that the soldier 

is there and a headstone is requested. Muster rolls can be obtained from a web site- www.footnote.com  

Progress on Oakwood Cemetery in Richmond.  

That next national convention will be held in Anderson S.C  

VERY IMPORTANT to us that the S.C.V Nationals scholarship fund now has been named the ñRussell E. Darden 

Memorial Sam Davis Scholarship Fundò  

That anyone can join the ñFriends of Oakwood Cemeteryô for an annual fee of $25.00  

 

Adjutant Volpe Boykin gave the Adjutantôs Report-  

There is $5,701.90 in the Campôs treasury with $2,254.00 of that amount already reserved for coming expenses. That 

643.50 was in fair sales. That Members MUST have dues to him by October 26, 2009 to avoid paying the late fee 

and that Compatriot Covington will place a reminder in the October newsletter. That the arrangements for Stan Clardy 

to perform at the Lee Jackson Banquet have been finalized.  

Executive Committee report by 1St Lt Commander Amp Cobb:  

Reported on the following subjects brought up in the Executive Committee meeting:  

Report on Fair  

Alberta Martin Fund  

New S.C.C. officer being appointed is Camp Historian Jim Hart  

John Pyle will operate a Camp Store  

Fish Fry fund raiser  

Commander Simmons announced that Norfolk Southern Corp is suppose to make a donation to the Mahone House.  

That Mrs. Daughtry the Great Niece of General Mahone told him she is donating the Generals sword to the Mahone 

House Museum.  

New Business:  

Compatriot Lemuel Brown Jr. has an ancestorôs headstone that will be dedicated in the near future in North Carolina 

and he will be requesting help with the ceremony.  

OLD Business  

Details on the upcoming fish fry fundraiser  

First Brigade Commander Tom Davis was at the meeting and spoke briefly on the Virginia Division needing help with 

the State Fair booth.  

The raffle was won by Compatriot Lemuel Brown Jr.  

Dixie was sung by all. 

 

 

http://www.footnote.com/


        From The Commanderõs Desk 

October 2009 
 

Dear Compatriots,                                           

 

Several years ago while I was attending college at Virginia Tech I remember one time a group of my buddies and I 

 took off for the Talladega  races in Alabama. My future father-in law was with us to keep us straight. Everyone fell 

asleep in the car when we were going down interstate 81  

near Chattanooga. I remember for a long time I kept seeing signs saying "See Ruby Falls", "See Ruby Falls", and on 

and on and they went on like that for miles.  

Well guess what? I decided since everybody was sleep, I wanted to see Ruby! I really didn't know what the heck all 

the advertising was about. All the guys in the car immediately woke up  

and were bright eyed and bushy tailed wondering what the was I doing?  

After seeing the wonders of Mother Natureôs history at her best we got back onto the highway there in Tennessee 

and headed to Alabama with great speed. While making up for some lost time for the fellows, it never interred into my 

mind the other real and very important history  

story. Chattanooga had been regarded as a real Citadel!  

A beautiful southern-community, Chattanooga (Crows/Eagle-Nest) - in Indian terms was once a city of elegant 

revolutionary war era homes. During the War of Northern Aggression, lumber had become scarce, like many other 

necessities. The beleaguered Union Army, under the command of Brig. Gen. St. Clair Morton and Major General 

William Rosecrans ordered to tear down all wooden structures. Within no time, the town of 5000 residents had been 

dismantled from smiling homes and gardens to gray fortresses of lumber. When President Jefferson Davis received 

word about what  the poor hungry Yankee army  had done to this once beautiful town, his thoughts immediately 

returned to his past visit there giving his  secession speech .That was a day of pistol drawing, heckling, oratory.  

We're in October of 1863 now and Longstreet and Bragg were sharply in disagreement. Bragg himself had been a 

lifetime of quarreling, but Union famine was Bragg's only ally. Confederate encirclement was not complete, but was 

effective.  

The Union Army, although it had threatened Atlanta, needed food, supplies and wagons badly.  

They were literally starving. When  Rosecrans abandoned Lookout Mountain , Bragg moved in.  

Lincoln got word and immediately made personal designations, as he had done when Stonewall  

threatened the Shenandoah .But it was President Jefferson Davis's pulpit speech at Lookout Mountain  on "Pulpit 

Rock" that had lasting effects. Afterward, Longstreet and Bragg, at last, were separated... What happened after that 

October and November in 1863 between the armies of the North and South in the Lookout Valley Campaign would 

eventually break open those supply lines to the Northôs advantage.  

Going back to my trip down south that college weekend to the Alabama races with my Hokie friends, I could kick 

myself now for not driving to one the battlefield sites instead of the ñseeing "Ruby Falls".  History lessons are very 

important now more than ever.  We should never ever forget the many sacrifices each and every day   that our 

southern ancestors were dealt and also the tyranny of   northern aggressors.  

General Robert E. Lee, once prayed, "Help me to be, to think, to act what is right, make me truthful, honest, and 

honorable in all things; make me intellectually honest for the sake of right and honor and without thought of reward 

to me. 

 



  Questions from the Commander of the Urquhart-Gillette Camp 1471 

1. Would you rather us continue to have our monthly meetings on the second 

Wednesday of each month as we are currently doing or would you prefer that 

we GO BACK to the second Thursday of the month?  Or, does it really matter? 

Please circle one answer:                                                                                                   

1a. Do you like 6pm or 6:30 pm as the time?                                                                                                                         

A. Go Back. To meeting the 2nd Thursdays                                                                       

B. Stay the same, meet the 2nd Wednesday                                                                          

C. Doesn’t matter, I’ll still attend either way                                                                      

D. I can’t attend the meetings, regardless                                                                       

2. Do you currently have an e-mail address?                                                                

A. Yes                                                                                                                                      

B. No                                                                                                                                       

3. Would you like to receive regular SCV updates from the camp commander? 

Via e-mail contacts?                                                                                                                    

A. Yes                                                                                                                                         

B. No                                                                                                                                        

4. What is your e-mail address? (Write it in the line below-please print clearly)                         

Also, help us update your current mailing address.                                                                         
My email address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 New/current Mailing address____________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________                                                 

5. Are you interested in helping the camp by holding/running for office for       

the Urquhart-Gillette Camp 1471?                                                                                  

A. Yes, I would consider it.                                                                                                   

B. No, I can’t because I live too far away                                                                           

C. No, not interested                                                                                                           

D. Yes, I’m interested, but NOT at this time. 

Thank You for taking the time to complete this survey. Return immediately to  

Commander T. B. Simmons                                                                                                                                                           

P.O. Box 1 Courtland, Va. 23837 



 


