
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Next Meeting September 9th          
Our next meeting at the Historic Mahone’s Tavern will be 

our anniversary meeting... It will have been a year that our 

camp relocated to Courtland from Franklin’s Fred’s 

Restaurant. Our Speaker for Wednesday September 9
th

 

will be Past Commander Frank Earnest of the Norfolk 

County Grays Camp. Many of you of course, have met 

Compatriot Earnest from over the years his activity and 

dedication in the SCV. He is currently the Chief of the SCV’s 

National Heritage Defense Fund. His title allows him to 

stay in the forefront of very important matters and keeps 

him in daily touch with leaders of the SCV at National 

Headquarters. This will be a very important meeting for 

our camp for you to attend. Indeed, Commander Earnest is 

always a superb speaker and so it is that he has returned 

from the National SCV Convention in Hot Springs, Ark and 

this time returns with some very, very good news, 

specifically, for our camp .You won’t want to miss this 

meeting! 

Donations                                                         
The Camp has received some nice donations from the 

Russell Darden Estate .One being a beautiful portrait 

framed of Miss Alberta Martin. Another beautiful portrait, 

unframed, of General Robert E. Lee. Both pieces are 

priceless. The Lee portrait is a candidate for framing, if you 

know someone that does this type work and would 

consider donating a frame, please contact us at 757-653-

9128. Several small pieces of merchandise came extra as 

donations to our camp from   the DeArden purchase. 

Celebrations                                   
Compatriot Jack Camp turned 90 on July 8

th
.       

Compatriot Francis Kello has just celebrated his 81
th

 

birthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                           

Fish Fry is Sept 18th                                                           
Don’t forget to get your tickets to the Camp’s Fish Fry 

Fundraising Event set for Friday September18
th

. The tickets 

are $8.50 and include fried trout, boiled potatoes. This 

event will commence at 4:30 and last until 7 PM at 

Mahone’s Tavern. All proceeds are earmarked to go to the 

“Save Mahone’s Tavern Campaign”. We need your 

participation whether it be selling tickets or working the 

food assembly line. Also, remind you spouse or friend to 

make two pies or a cake and have them delivered to the 

Mahone’s Tavern... Please honor your Confederate 

ancestors by taking time and participating in this special 

fundraising dinner. Remember, your ancestors made time. 

They fought tyranny for four years. 

Mahone’s Tavern Open to the 

Public “Heritage Day” Sept.19th 

Admission is Free                     

Come visit Historic Mahone’s Tavern 

in Courtland, Virginia!                           
The tavern, a Southampton County landmark will be open 

all day on Saturday September the 19
th

 during the Heritage 

Day festivities. There will be exhibits, Confederate artifacts 

and War Between the States memorabilia on display by 

Compatriot Jim Beale. Contact Beale or Warren Simmons 

at 653-2613 for specific details. This will be an exciting day 

to visit the historic tavern and see the beautiful interior 

and especially with all the exhibits.    The Rochelle-Prince 

House  will also  be open free of   charge exhibiting the 

Hines-Tyler-Shands exhibit  and so  will the Southampton 

County Courthouse  exhibit papers never seen before on 

the Blow family of Tower Hill Plantation of 

Sussex/Southampton Co.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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Illnesses                                                            
We have had several members to be ill over the past 

months. Compatriot Julian Felts remains under nurse’s 

care at Courtland Health Care.                                    

Compatriot Jimmie Copeland was in the Franklin hospital 

here from June 21
st 

until August 5
th

. Then on the 6th, his 

wife Rhonda fell ill with a serious diabetic problem and 

was taken immediately to Norfolk where she had to have 

major leg amputation   surgery August 17
th

. We certainly 

need to pray for Jimmie and Rhonda to recover. They have 

been very SCV and UDC active for many years                                                     

Compatriot Earl Blankenship has had some more surgery 

this summer. This time it was shoulder rotator cup.   We 

have many other members who have had health issues 

and have parent’s ill.                                                  

Compatriot Lemuel Brown Sr.’s   wife (Janie) and son 

Jonathan both have been under doctor’s care recently this 

summer too. Keep all these folks in your prayers 

Members’ Update                                               
We have mentioned already that Compatriot Dennis 

Whitby of Adams Grove was joining the camp. In fact he 

was sworn in during the July meeting at the Tavern. This is 

when Jeff Hines was voted on seeking membership 

Compatriot Hines will be sworn in soon as his paper work 

is received from National. We would like to thank him and 

wife Laura for their recent generous contribution to the 

tavern project. Jeff has had a special interest in the Tyler- 

Rochelle and Hines families of Isle of Wight, Southampton 

and Sussex. His work/exhibit is currently on display during 

the Saturdays of August and September at the Historic 

Rochelle-Prince House adjacent Mahone’s Tavern. Jeff also 

gave us a nice framed picture of “Miss Mattie” Tyler to 

hang on the wall at the Tavern. His exhibit is open each 

Saturday from 2- 4 PM. You’d be impressed with what he’s 

put together.                                                                 

Sympathy                                                           
Pete Daughtrey of Carrsville died a couple weeks ago at 

the age of 84 from a lung ailment. He was the Uncle of 

Linda Daughtrey Simmons and Compatriot Warren 

Simmons. The Camp wishes to extend their sympathy to 

them and all the Daughtrey family. Mr. Daughtrey was a 

friend of the Commander’s also. The community has lost a 

wonderful greenhouse man and avid gardener.       

Point Lookout, Md Trip 
http://ConfMemParkInc.PLPOW.com                              

Some of you may be planning on going this fall  to the 

Confederate Memorial Park at Point Lookout ,Md . 

Remember October 10,  2009 is when they’ll  have the 

annual pilgrimage. 

County Fair Booth Sales Results:                   
I’d like to thank all those compatriots who traveled and 

came out to the fair in August to take turns in shifts by  

helping out running the camp’s booth. I appreciate 

Compatriot Jon Pyle helping the Commander set up the 

display booth. We did the booth a little different this time 

and added more pictures of some of our Confederate 

Veterans .New also this year we included the UDC ladies in 

our shifts. Especially we appreciate them for their 

contribution: Linda Rogers, Glynn Kello Parker, and Connie 

Day to name a few. 

The Camp’s July purchase of DeArden Enterprises will pan 

out to be a good long term investment. Treasurer Volpe 

Boykin reports the fair booth sales at $643.00 which is half 

of the original purchase/investment.     Again, thank you all 

for your time working the fair and your contributions and 

purchases. You probably noticed we had some new booth 

workers this year which was good in that it allowed some 

of you who had worked so consistently over the past years   

a well deserved break. Regardless, we appreciate all our 

Camp members for their past and present contributions at 

the Fair and this time the UDC helping too. 

Lastly, I’d like to say a special thank you also to Treasure 

Volpe Boykin for coming with his delegation   Saturday 

evening to complete sales and then dismantle the booth 

late AND for his continuing service of cutting the grass out 

at Major Joseph Gillette’s grave.  We appreciate your 

thoughtfulness, your time, and dedication to our Camp’s 

Confederate hero.      

Calendar 

September 3 Executive Committee Meeting                                              

September 9 Monthly Meeting 

September 11 Eighth Anniversary of 911 

September 18   Urquhart-Gillette Camp Fish Fry Fundraiser  

September 19   Heritage Day booth w/ mule & wagon rides 

to Mahone “Open House”  

September19-21  146th anniversary Battle of Chickamauga 

,Ga. National Reenactment 

September 24
th

 thru October 4
th

  VA State Fair 

 

http://confmemparkinc.plpow.com/


         From The Commander’s Desk 

       

Dear Compatriots,                                          September 1, 2009 

My family traveled with me August 15 thru the 22nd for a much needed vacation on the Outer Banks of North Carolina. While 

on our journey southward we came upon some roadside historical markers. One I remember was in front of the Camden 

County Courthouse area which told about the battles there during the War Between the States. Later we saw one telling also 

about the Battles of South Mills and I recalled how Speaker Leary had come and delivered a wonderful presentation on those 

terrible times. I even took Briggs one day  over to  Roanoke Island and even there you will find interesting historical markers 

telling the story of our Confederate heroes sacrifices marking  their time and place on the Island too which of course was many 

years after the colonist that first settled that area vanished from the face of the earth. 

Briggs, impressed by all the confederate history, says “Daddy how come you know all these places”. Of course I respond by 

telling him “I don’t” but that I think it’s important to stop and learn and read so that children like him can have some 

understanding for their selves  of how vast the war was and how it affected everybody everywhere they lived during that time 

during the history of the Confederate States of America. 

We did have a good time though on the beach and in the Ocean down there as the water was as warm as it had ever been since 

they’d been keeping records. Once there, I might mention this, we ran into 1
st

 Lt. Cobb, who was in the surf nearby with a large 

delegation of his family. So, for several days, it was much fun getting to see and meet all his folks. Briggs immediately sought 

out the help of Compatriot Jason Cobb on some pointers with skim boarding   in the surf. 

I hope all of you have too had an enjoyable summer. Once I returned from vacation, it was back to work at the market and at 

the farm too. Last week we planted our fall crops, collards, kale, cabbage and broccoli, and then the soft rains set in just 

perfect. Isn’t God Good? 

Now September is upon us and this means the return to our regular fall S.V. meeting schedule. 

This means we should prepare ourselves to once again honor our Confederate ancestors for all that they did before us to 

protect our homes, our families and our beloved State of Virginia. 

How much value do you place on your Confederate heritage? Hard to put a price tag on this isn’t it?  Many of us had parents 

and grandparents that handed down this heritage to us over the years preserved so well. I ‘m thankful for all my father and 

mother did in this area... I get reminded of this personally each year when“Heritage Day” comes around at the Southampton Ag 

and Forestry Museum and Heritage Village. This year Heritage Day is September 19, 2009 at the Ag Museum. The Urquhart-

Gillette Camp 1471, Inc. successfully initiated last year it’s First Annual Fish Fry on the Friday before Heritage Day. The 2009 2
nd

 

Annual Fish Fry will again be on Friday September 18
th

 the day BEFORE Heritage Day September 19
th

. Tickets are $8:50. 

Please support the camp’s campaign to raise money for Mahone’s Tavern. Buy and sell fish dinner plates. These are exciting 

times for our camp.  WE MEET AT 6:30 PM SEPTEMBER 9
th

 AT MAHONE”S TAVERN FOR OUR   NEXT REGULAR MEETING 

I really hope to see you there at the meeting on the 9
th

. God Blesses Us Each And Every Day!                                                                                  

 



 

The Virginia Division, SCV is once again sponsoring a booth at the upcoming State Fair of Virginia.  

 

The Virginia State Fair will be September 24, 2009 to October 4, 2009 at Meadow Event Park.  This is near Kings 

Dominion, Exit 98 off I-95 in Doswell.    

 

We need a Camp to man the booth each day of the Fair to receive donations from the public and hand out Division 

items, do recruiting and distribute recruiting information , handout stickers, talk to the public, etc.   Each Camp ideally 

needs 4 to 6 men to volunteer to man the booth. We need two to three men to work the first half of the day and two to 

three men to work the last half of the day. Please contact your Camp members and ask if anyone wants to volunteer.  

Camp members need to be at the Fair 30 minutes before and after the operating hours of the Fair to set-up and pack 

up.  

All dates are open .  

 

I need a person (doesn't have to be a Compatriot) who can assist me in the evening on every other day  to close the 

booth for the evening.   This would include taking the money less "start-up" money, covering the tables with table 

clothes, etc.  

This member would receive a parking pass and admission pass for the whole event time.      

Do you have a member that can do this??   If a member does not come forward to help, then what that will mean is 

that each Camp will have to  close the booth down  with only written instructions to go by.  Also, on the nights that I 

don't come up then the Camp would be responsible for counting and depositing the money collected that day.  In past 

years when we have tried this, it has not worked.  So, I am really hoping that someone will come forward to help.  

 

I already have a Compatriot that can open the booth each day and give instructions to the 1st shift.  

 

This event is the Division's largest Heritage Defense Fund money raiser and recruiting event.  

It's a lot of fun and rewarding to man the booth, the public really does support our Cause.  

 

Thank-you,  

Rob Millikin  

   

 

Thursday, Sept 24 ,      1000am – 930 pm        

Friday, Sept 25 ,          1000am-1000pm              

Saturday, Sept 26 ,      1000am-1000pm          

Sunday, Sept  27 ,       1000am-900pm                

Monday,  Sept 28 ,       1000am-930pm                

Tuesday,  Sept  29 ,      1000am-930pm                

Wednesday, Sept 30,    1000am-930pm  

Thursday, Oct 01 ,        1000am-930pm               

Friday, Oct  02 ,           1000am-1000pm             JEB STUART #1343              

Saturday, Oct 03 ,       1000am-1000pm              JEB STUART #1343  

Sunday, Oct  04 ,         1000am-900pm                 

 

Further details about tickets and parking passes will be forthcoming to the Camps manning the booth.  

Your Camp can man the booth more than one day  

 

Thanks,  

Rob Millikin  

Please response to my home email address va-rebel@comcast.net 

 

 

mailto:va-rebel@comcast.net


Second Annual  

Urquhart – Gillette Camp 1471 

Fish Fry 

To Benefit The Mahone’s Tavern  

4:30 – 7:00 pm 

At Mahone’s Tavern  

Courtland, VA 

Menu 

Fried Trout, String Beans, Boiled Potatoes, 

Hush Puppies and Sweet Tea 

Each meal will include a Homemade Dessert  

$8.50 a plate Donation 

 



A Tribute To Russell E. Darden 

e don't like to value one person more than another. It shouldn't mean more when one person passes 

than it does with anyone else. Truth is, though, some people do leave a bigger hole to fill than others. Such 

was the case with Russell E. Darden of Courtland, Virginia. He passed away May 5,2009. Russell was in some 

way involved with almost everything we do in the Sons of Confederate Veterans. If you didn't know him, you might 

want to question your own involvement in this organization. 

He was a life member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, having joined in 1952. He served in offices from 

charter commander of his current camp, Urquhart-Gillette of Franklin, VA, to commander of the Army of Northern 

Virginia Department. It doesn't stop at offices held. The gravesite of President Jefferson Davis is the showplace that 

it should be in large part due to his efforts. Russell didn't just help with the Sam Davis Youth Camp, he would even 

drive boys there himself when they had no other means of transportation. He gave lectures and school programs, not 

only throughout the South, but all the way to Oregon. He was a founder of the Point Lookout POW Organization. He 

worked tirelessly to see proper honor was given to the men who suffered — and in some cases — died 

 

 

at Point Lookout. He stood guard over the crew of the CSS Hunley and later returned to Charleston, SC, to 

march in the funeral procession. If you have ever talked to Russell, then you know all about Mrs. Alberta Martin. 

He frequently traveled the distance between Courtland, VA and Elba, AL, to see that all was well with Mrs. 

Martin, The Last Confederate Widow. 

Perhaps you think that all this SCV activity was almost more than one man could do. Well, for Russell Darden, 

it is not the whole story. An Eagle Scout himself, he was Scout Master for Troop 28 of Courtland, Virginia. He was 

active in his church as a lay reader. He was a life member of the Virginia Jaycees. His love of history was also 

reflected by his membership in the Archaeological Society of Virginia. 

As you can see, more organizations than just the SCV will feel the loss of Russell Darden. Due to my Christian 

faith, I know that Russell is visiting with our ancestors, looking out for Mrs. Martin, and watching over and 

guiding us. 

— B. Frank Earnest 
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